
With Our Fund’s founding in 2011, we committed 
ourselves to promoting responsible philanthropy in 
South Florida to support LGBT causes.  With over $6M 
in grants in 6 years, we are living up to our mission.  But 
the recently passed tax overhaul provides a challenging 
frontier for philanthropy given the changes in deduction 
allowances.  Look to Our Fund to schedule discussions 
withwith tax experts and financial advisors in the next few 
months to help sort this out so that our valued 
non-profits can continue their good work.  Mark 
Blaylock’s article in this newsletter describes how a 
donor advised fund at Our Fund can help you maintain 
your giving and enjoy the maximum tax benefits under 
the new system.

Another manner by which donors can impact agencies 
and causes for which they care is estate planning.  
Following the passing of our beloved board member 
Chuck Shields, Our Fund has initiated an estate 
planning series that honors the memory of Chuck.  
Industry experts will offer advice on how individuals 
and families can partner with Our Fund to take the 
simplesimple steps to ensure that their plans at death reflect the 
values by which they lived their lives.  Learn more 
about Chuck and the series on the next page.

We celebrate area leaders in this edition who are taking 
time out of their busy lives and careers to support our 
community by recently joining the board of Directors of 
Our Fund or supporting Our Fund as members of our 
Business Council.  If you have an interest in learning 
more about the Business Council and how Our Fund can 
expand your profile to our stakeholders, please contact 
me.me.

And, finally, thank you to everyone who attended our 
LGBT Leadership Forum in November.  For seven 
years, we have been bringing together important voices 
who promote equity for marginalized communities, and 
this year’s panel was particularly effective and we were 
happy to see the largest audience in the series 7-year 
history.

Our Fund Foundation’s 2017 Fall Grant Reception hosted at the New 
River Fine Art Gallery in Downtown Fort Lauderdale.

We recently held our Fall Community Grant Reception 
at the New River Fine Art Gallery on Las Olas 
Boulevard to announce the thirteen organizations 
receiving grants for the Fall cycle.  A total of $95,000 in 
grants will benefit various organizations and initiatives 
that support South Florida’s LGBT community. Our 
Fund’s President & CEO, David Jobin, says of the 
grantees,grantees, “In our seventh year, Our Fund’s impact on the 
community continues to grow as we activate and direct 
LGBT philanthropy toward a variety of causes.  A wide 
variety of organizations from across Miami-Dade, 
Broward, and Palm Beach County represent the 
expanding impact that Our Fund has in our community.” 
A group of community leaders read and assessed 19 
applicationsapplications to arrive at the slate of grantees.  Chaired 
by Our Fund Board member Scott Bennett, the 
committee included Daniel Ayers, Darcy Beeman, 
Howard Kurzweil, Mark Reyes, John Ruark, and 
Barbara Signer. Here are the recipients for the Fall Our 
Fund Grants, whom we proudly support:

Heart, Health & Healing

Maven Leadership 
     Collective

Miami Children’s Museum

OUTMiami

Pioneer Winter Collective

The SMAThe SMART Ride

SunServe

Alzheimer’s Association: 
South Florida Chapter

Aqua Foundation

Broward Education
     Foundation

Compass Community
     Center

ThouThou Art Woman

Gulf Coast Jewish Family
     & Community Services

     Ministries (Ujima)

By President & CEO David Jobin
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Our Fund Welcomes New 
Board Members

SUPPORTER ($1,500 - $2,499)
FRIEND ($2,500 - $4,999)

SPONSOR ($5,000 - $9,999)

VISIONARY ($10,000 - $14,999)

COMMUNITY STEWARD ($25,000+)

COMMUNITY LEADER ($15,000+)

The Drial Foundation
Funders for LGBTQ Issues
The Salah Foundation

Neil Burmeister & Robert Romano
Ted Emery
The Gill Foundation
Dick Schwarz & Tom Massey

Chorowski & Clary, P.A.
Howard Greenfield Charitable Foundation
Kenneth Hollander Charitable Foundation
Chuck Loring
Jim Stepp & Peter Zimmer

Bank United
Scott Bennett
Carey Brown
Michael F. Camardello
Harvey Chasser
Citrix Systems, Inc.
David Eccleston & Manuel RamirezDavid Eccleston & Manuel Ramirez
Susan Greenhawt & Jan Faust
Donald Hayden & Brian Thompson
Jim Johnson & Paul David Dobrea
Tom Jones
Ellen & Ed Krider / RBC Wealth
     Management
William Lewis & Manuel RoveloWilliam Lewis & Manuel Rovelo
Merrill Lynch / Michael Kennis
Kent McIntyre & John Tambasco
Lynn McLaughlin & David Webb
Len McNally
Joe Pallant & Sandro Trevisan

Ron Ansin & Jim Stork
Darcy Beeman
Peter Burleigh
Duane Morris, LLP
Chris Dunham & Dunham Insurance
Paul Fasana
Bill Fortune & Joe BlakleyBill Fortune & Joe Blakley
John Milligan & Rob Gravis
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation

Jorge Peña & Tallen Bell
Mona Pittinger
Coleman Prewitt & Mark Conaghan
Paul Prokop
B. Rodney White & Michael Williams
Sue Wilder
George Zuber &George Zuber & Anthony Snyder

Andrew Jimenez, Jimenez Law Office
David Jobin & Angel Burgos
Robert Judd
Grag Kabel, Kabel Law
Larry Karnoff & Jim McDonald
Mark Ketcham & Werner Lutz
Kinky Boots, LLCKinky Boots, LLC
The Honorable Robert W. Lee
John Leyden & Tom Valentine
Barry Marcus & Stuart Glazer
Chuck Nicholls & Mark Turner
Northern Trust
The James Pepper Fund of the 
     Stonewall Community Foundation     Stonewall Community Foundation
Lisa Porter & Pati Windowmaker
Andy Rogow & Lloyd Stevens
Charles Ross
John Ruark & Sergio Papa
Jack Schlossberg & Greg Fineman
Ted Schultz
M.J. Seide & Martha JacobsonM.J. Seide & Martha Jacobson
David Stubbins
Tom Keenan
Steve Thornton & Brad Coomer
Anthony Timiraos & Arthur Crispino
Russell Vance & Eddie Schwarz
Rick Vaughan & Walter Sherman
Jerry Jerry Wolf

Damian Pardo
Randy Plummer
Edward Richard & Warren Kendrick
Paul Rolli & Bennett Quade
Wayne A. Schrebe
Jeff & Belinda Shover
FredFred Tan / BNY Wealth Management
U.S. Trust

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
Ted Adcock & Ken Keechl
DC Allen & Ken Flick
Bob Avian & Peter Pileski
Dan Ayers & Tony Seguino
Louis Benevento & Patrick Duffy
Scott Clearwater & ChrisScott Clearwater & Chris Ambs
Daniel Cotlowitz & Timothy Saltsman
Michael Dager & Harvey Shapiro
Martin & Susanne Ellman
Arnold Guior & Atilano Gimenez
Ziad Habayed & Scott Stewart
Steven Hanley / Sotheby’s 
     International Realty     International Realty
Harry Harkins & John E. Garger
Jack Huizenga & Donald Broaddus
Charlie Isola & Dan Clancy

iGive Society

Remembering 
Chuck Shields

In the past three months, Our Fund has welcomed three 
new board members to its ranks – Rae Chorowski, Greg 
Kabel and Howard Kurzweil.  All three come to the 
board with strong connections to area non-profits, 
having served on the boards of LGBT organizations in 
the region. All three are also attorneys.  Says David 
Jobin about the appointments, “Having worked for 
BoardsBoards of Directors for most of my career, I appreciate 
the skills that attorneys bring to an organization.  In 
addition to addressing any legal questions that pop up, 
it’s been my experience that lawyers are trained to look 
at issues critically and from all sides.  Our Fund benefits 
from having a committed and knowledgeable Board, 
and having three more voices around the table who will 
challengechallenge our traditional ways of doing business is 
exciting to me and great for Our Fund.”

Our Fund board member 
and LGBT fundraiser 
Charles B. Shields died 
unexpectedly on October 
18.  Only 43, Charles, a law 
partner at Duane Morris 
LLP in Boca Raton, was 
oneone of the most respected 
estate attorneys in Florida. 
Aside from his work on the 
board at Our Fund and 
serving as co-chair of
development, Chuck was also the president of the 
Broward County Estate Planning Council.  Said Our 
Fund Board Chair Coleman Prewitt, “It is devastatingly 
sad to say goodbye to Chuck and we will miss his 
warmth and wisdom.  Our hearts are with his partner, 
Tom Keenan.”  

OurOur Fund announced shortly after Chuck’s passing that 
an estate planning series will be conducted annually in 
Chuck’s memory. The purpose of the series will be to 
bring in experts who shared Chuck’s passion for estate 
planning and how it can provide long-term benefits for 
causes and agencies that are important to LGBT equity 
and quality of life.  More information will be shared 
about the series as it is finalized.about the series as it is finalized.

Chuck Shields

Greg Kabel Howard KurzweilRae Chorowski



by Mark Blaylock, Director of Finance

Keeping Your Charitable Tax Deduction

7th Annual LGBT Leadership Forum

Business Council Featured Member

One of the more significant changes in the new tax law for 2018 is the increase to the standard deduction ($12,000 for 
individuals and $24,000 for joint filers).  These increases, along with some new limitations in other itemized deductions 
may well mean that many who used to itemize their deductions on Schedule A of your 1040 will stop doing so.  And by 
so doing, you will lose the tax benefit of your charitable giving.

ThroughThrough the use of a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at Our Fund Foundation, however, you could restore the full tax 
benefit of all your charitable giving.  As an example, assume you, as a couple, donate $5,000 a year to your favorite 
organizations and causes.  But, because that amount, along with other deductible items (taxes, mortgage interest, etc.) 
does not reach $24,000, so you do not itemize, but rather take the standard deduction.  You’ve lost the tax benefit of 
giving away that $5,000.  Instead, you could place $15,000 in a DAF and have that full amount as a deduction for the 
yearyear in which you placed that in your fund, by itemizing that year, and then you may choose to grant that same $5,000 
each year over the next 3 years from your DAF.  Add to this tax benefit, the fact that you have simplified your record 
keeping, and potentially could see that initial gift grow and have even more to grant to your favorite organizations 
through the use of a donor advised fund.

Please call Mark Blaylock at 954-565-1090 to further discuss the details of setting up your donor advised fund at Our 
Fund Foundation.

Our Fund’s newest Business Council member is Steven Hanley a real estate agent 
focused on luxury properties in the Fort Lauderdale and Miami areas.  Says Steve, “As 
someone who is promoting the area to potential buyers, Our Fund’s mission resonates 
as they are actively making South Florida a more diverse and welcoming community.  
That coupled with the fact that I have the opportunity to put myself and my services in 
front of their supporters made this a very good fit to grow our business and support the 
community that I love.”   Says Our Fund CEO David Jobin about the partnership, “We 
areare especially happy to welcome Business Council members who have access to 
residents who are new to South Florida.  The first connection that people make when 
they buy a house here is often with their realtor – and having realtors who are as 
well-versed on Our Fund as Steve is important for us.”   To learn more about Steve, 
visit his website at BrowardFineProperties.com. 

Steven Hanley

250 Our Fund supporters gathered on November 13 at the NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale for a lively discussion 
about strategies to help combat the feeling of helplessness that many progressive-minded people are feeling in the 
current political climate.  Partnering closely with the Gill Foundation, one of the world’s largest funders of LGBT 
issues, and focused on the efforts in Colorado to turn a purple state blue, the convening was moderated by Brandie 
Balken, Director of Programs at the Gill Foundation.  The national panel included Carlos Odio, Executive Director of 
the Florida Alliance; Nadine Smith, co-founder and CEO of Equality Florida; Denise Whinnen, Director of Colorado 
StrategiesStrategies for the Gill Foundation; and, Heather Wishik, Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer for the Nature 
Conservancy.  Coleman Prewitt, Our Fund’s Board Chair, commented on the evening, “For seven years we have been 
gathering together to discuss issues important to the LGBT community – and this year’s panel was especially resonant 
and timely as we start to think about the state we want Florida to be and how our investments and actions can support 
that vision.”  The evening was sponsored by longtime supporter, Chorowski & Clary, P.A.
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See What’s New.

Join the iGive 
Society today.

Consider supporting our work and becoming an integral part of the 
change that we are creating in our community by joining our iGive 
Society today. At an annual giving level of $1,500 or more, 
members are invited to and recognized at Our Fund events and 
receptions, and listed in our Annual Report.

You may also join online at 
www.Our-Fund.org/donate

1600 NE 26th Street
Wilton Manors, FL 33305
954-565-1090
www.our-fund.org

$_______Other

$1,500 Supporter

$2,500 Friend

$5,000 Sponsor

$10,000 Visionary

$15,000 Community Leader

SIGNATURE

EXP. DATE

CVC CODE #

CREDIT CARD#

PHONE

EMAIL

STATE/ZIP

CITY

ADDRESS

NAMEI am joining 
iGive Society 
with my annual gift of:

Our Mission: Promoting 
responsible philanthropy to 
make South Florida the most 
liveable community in the 
country for LGBT people.




